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Some Account op 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

Extracted fuom Burlington's TkAVELtER. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, which is fituated 
in the DiocefeofPfiTER bo rough, and Pro- 
vince of Canterbury, is Bound by Bedford/hire, 
Huntingdonftiire, and Cambrldgefhire E. Warwick- 
fliireandOxfordfhire W, Leiceftcrlhire, Rutland- 
fhire, and Lincolnihire N. Buckinghamfliire S.— 
Extends in length 55 miles, in breadth !z6, and is 
about 125 ipiles in circumference, its form is that 
of a boot. —Contains 20 Hundreds, 330 Parifhes, i 
City, 1 1 Market Towns, 551 .Villages. — Sends to 
Parliament, Nine Members, ^/z.— two for the 
County, two for Peterborough, two for Northamp- 
ton, two for Brackleyj one for Higham Ferrers. 

.This county receives its name from its pjincipal 
towni Northampton, which, in the Sax,on 
annals, is called Hamtun. The propofition North 
was added after the conqueft, to dilUnguifh it from 
Southampton, which was alfo, feefore that time^ 
known by the name oi Haintun^on\y , 

, Northampton is the moft central to\yn in the 
county, and Is fituated 67 miles north- weft of Lon- 
don; , ^ 

The manufaiSures of this county are ferges, ta^ 
mies, fhaHoons, boot-s and ftioes. . , 
- The air of this county is efteemed equal, if not; 
fiiperior, to any in the kingdom, and to that is af- 
cribed the rcafon why fo many of the nobility and 
gentry have feats in it ; for although the county i« 
riot fo extenfive as fome others, yet there are more 
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manfion hoiifes in proportion, than any other in 
England. There is, however, afmall traft of coun- 
try called Fenland, about Peterborough, bordering 
on Liocolnfhire and Cambridgefh ire, which is often 
overflowed by great falls of water from the uplands 
in rainy feafons ; but the inhabitants do not (uW^ 
the water, to fby fo long upon the ground, even in 
winter, as to afFeft the air, of which the healthfulnefs 
of the inhabitants is an undeniable proof. 

The foil of this county is very fruitful both in 
tillage and pafturage ; but it is not well (locked with 
Svood, nor, by reafon of its diftance from the fea, 
could it be fupplied with coals, were it not for its 
internal navigation. It abounds, however, with 
fheep and other cattle, wool, pigeons, and faltpetrc; 
and it has been obfervcrf, that there is lefs waftc 
ground in this than in any other county in England, 
there being but one barren heath in it, and that near 
Wittering. It is a plain, level county, and contains 
Tuch a number of villages that from fome places may 
Ic feen at lead 30 fteeplcs at one view. 

The principal rivers that water this county arc 
the following, viz. The Nen, the Welland, the 
Oufe, the Leam, and the Cher well. 

The Nen rifcs near the borders of Warwickfhire, 
and running eaft paffes Northampton, when it be- 
comes navigable. From thence it turns north-caft, 
and pafling by feveral towns, feparates Lincolnfliire 
from Gambridgefliire, and falls into the German 
Ov^ean at a place called the Wafhes near Lynn in 
Norfolk* 

I'he Welland rifes in Lincolnfhire, and entering 
this county, near the borders of Rutlandfbire, falls* 
into the Nen north-eaft of Peterborotgh. 

The Gufe rifes near Brackley in this county, and 
running north-eaft through Buckingham, Bedford, 
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{si 

Cambridge and Norfolk, empties itfelf into tho 
"German Ocean near Lynn. • 

The Learn rifes on the eaftem borders of this 
county, and after a winding courfe falls into the 
Avon near Warwick. 

The Chcrwell rifes at the fouth-weft corner of 
this county, from whence it takes its courfe into 
Oxfordfhire, and falls into the Thames at Oxford. * 

All thefe rivers produce great plenty of frefli wa- 
ter (iih, fuch as perch, roach, dace, gudgeons, eels^ 
chubs and pikes. There are alfo fomefifli peculiar 
to thefe rivers, fuch nti that called the Shallors found 
in the river Cherwjefli, and the bed eel and burbot 
in the river Nen. ' Sometimes there are caught ftur- 
geon, falmom tmelts and lampreys; but thefe are 
not very cornmon. 

The inhabitants of this county are extremely po- 
lite, which is not to be wondered at, when we eon* 
ilder the great numbers of nobility and gentry that 
refide among them ; and the many public roads that 
pafs through the different towns, by which they have 
an opportunity of converfing with ftrangers in every 
part of the kingdom. 

Northampton, the principal town in this county, 
and which gives name to it, is pleafantly fituated on 
a genteel afcent, at the foot of which runs the river 
Nen.' Whether it was of any repute before the 
Conqueft, we are n6t certainly informed, only that 
Henry of Huntingdon fays, it was burnt down by 
the Danes, and foon after rebuilt, which is not im- 
|>robable, as it is mentioned in doomf-day book, 
where we are told that it contained fixty-thrce 
burgefles. It has continued to fend members to 
parliament ever fmce the original fummons in. .the 
reign of Edward I. 

Many parliaments have been held at Norlbamp* 

A 3 tc. 
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tf n, :ani u!;cn 0; bnrons took up arms againft 
Henry- 1 II . they ii: ft dflplaye d their ftatidard.* here, 
bi.'t the king took it by nYnult. At that time it 
W2S a ptace of great ftrength, being fortified with a 
wall and a caftle. Some ruin? of. the latter areftill 
to be feen on the W'.ft fide of the town-; rbut th^ 
waHi; have been long totally demoUfted-. 

Northampton had formerly nine churches, but a 
dreadful' fire having Uiokc o^t in th^ town on: the ^ } 
of September 1,695, foi^e of tl>em, with the grcatcft 
part of the houfes, were confumed. The whole 
place, however, was afterwards rebuilt, (fome of 
the churches excepted) and it is now oae of the 
neatell towns of its fize in 'England^ 

The number of churches at prefent is fo^r, the 
firft of which is All Snints, fituated in the center of. 
the town, where fcveral llreets term.inJite* It is a.- 
noWe ftru£lure, and one of the Uandfomeft par.fh 
churches in the kingdom. The portico is compof-; 
cd of eight (lately columns of the fame order, c- 
refted at the folc expence of Charles II. and .above, 
is afine baiultriadc, within which is a full length. 
Itatue of that prince drclfed in his royal robes, 
holding the* globe in one hand, and the . fccptre iri 
the other. The dome is contrived in the molt curi- 
ous manner ; and in the church are fome handfomc 
monuments, particfilarly one to the memory of Mrs^ 
Stonehoufe, wife of Dr. Stonehoufe, on whith is 
the follow irig infer iptlon from Pope : 

Hcyf lov'dyhoiv valud onciy avails thee net ^ 

To whom related^ or by whom he^ot, 

A henp ofdufl alone^ remains of thee y 

'Tis all thou arty and all the proud Jhalt be. 

^ear this church are fhe town-honfe and county- 
hall, where the feffioas and aflizes are held.. The 



tall is S( maf;nifi 'cnt ftone buUdinp;, adornM with 
c6l>utin«'and pitafters of the Corinthian order. -And 
the market place is fo regular znd fpaciovi^, that 
it is accounted one of the fineft in England, the 
buildings beiif^ neat, uniform iand lof^y. 

Here are alfo a county jatl, three hofpitals, a fiee- 
fchool, and two charity-Ohodls, one of which is for 
30 boys and 10 girls. The laft of thefe is in a great 
meafure (upported from the produce of the George 
Inn, the. building of which coft 2000I, and was 
ghren by John Dryden, Efq. towards the endow- 
ment of this charity. 

, There are two convenient bridges over the river 
Nen, which has been made navigable for lighters, 
fothat the town is well fupplied with coals and o- 
thcr neceffary articles. 

Northampton is 6ne of the moft noted towns in. 
England, for maki»g fhoes, of which great numbers 
are exported, & there is a'confidcrable manufactory 
offtockings, fo that ' upon' the whole it is a very 
flourilhing place. It is a corporation of great anti- 
quity, but its laft charter was granted by James I. 
and the government is vefted in a mayor, recorder,' 
two bailSs, .twelve afliftantsj, forty -eight common 
council, with a town-clerk and other proper of- 
ficers. . ' 

The weekly market on Saturday is efteemcd the 
largeft in Enjiiand for all' forts of horfcs, many of the 
dealers from London meeting here, with thofe from 
Yorkihirc and- other parts of the Noi^th, The town 
is diftant from London' 6^' miles^ ' • • 

In antieht times there were maQy-religiojis houfesr 
m Northampton and its neighbourhood ; but they 
have all long fince been fo totally dditiolifhed, that 
it IS fcarce known where fome of'th^m ftood. 
DAVENTRyispleafantlv dtua^edonarifihggroTmd 

* • • • •' ' ' * * "^ ^ - ".neiif 
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mear the Roman liighway called Watlmg-ftreet ; & 
on the ead of it is an excellent Roman camp, where 
many coins, and other pieces of antique ty, have been 
dug up. It is a very populous town^and contains 
many good inns, being on the road to Coventry ani 
Birmingham \ but the houfes in general are mean and 
ill built. 

Here is an exceeding good charity-fchooli and an 
academy, vrhere the fons of proteftant diflenters are 
educated. The town is a corporation, and governed 
by a mayor, fteward, alderman, and common-coun* 
cil. It has a good weekly market on Wednefday> 
and is diftant from London 72 miles. 

About four miles eaftofDaventry is a village cal- 
led Whitton, where the foundationof houfes have 
been dug up, together with a great number of Roman 
coins, from whence it is conjectured to have been 
one of their military (lations. 

There are likewife the remains of a Roman camp 
at Lylborn, a village to the north of Daventry, 
fuch as walls, trenches and moats ; but it does not 
appear at what time it was raifed, though, moft pro- 
bably, it was when Vefpafian was lieutenant in Bri- 
tain, in the reign of the emperor Nero. 

To the eaft of Daventry is We don, or, 'as it is 
commonly called, Wedon in the Street. It is 
of fuch antiquity, that the Mercian kings had a feat 
here ; and there was alfo a fmall priory, but no re- 
mains of it are now left. This village was formerly 
a market town, and near it are the remains of a Ro- 
man camp, where many antiquities have been difco- 
vercd, fuch as walls, pavements, baths and coins ; 
from which we may reafonably fuppofe that it was 
once a place of conliderable importance. 

Many Roman antiquities have been alfo found at a 
ylllaoecalledWoop FORD, near Wedon, which pro- 
bably. 
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"bably, in former times, belonged to ^1le fame town- 

TowcESTER is a town oi groat amlqu'ty, and ge* 
nerally allowed to have been a Roman ftatidn, aS 
many of their co.ns and other antiquities have been 
found here. It was a place of great ilren^th during 
the time of the Saxons ; and Edward the Elder fur- 
rounded it with a wall, which enabled the inhabi- 
tants to refift all the power of the Danes; but not the 
leaft remains of the wall are now to be feen. 

It is at prefent a very confiderable town, by rea- 
fon of its fituation on the road to Coventry, having 
many goodhoufes, befides fome of the bcft inns in 
this part of the county ; but it has not any building 
that merits particular defcription. The principal 
trade of the town confids in making bone lace, which 
employs a great number of women and girls. It 
bas a good \^ekly market on Tuefday, and is dif- 
tant from London 60 miles. 

Near Towccfter is a village called East Nes- 
TON, renlarkflble for a fine feat belonging to the earl 
of Pomfret. It is pleafantly fituated in a wood, and 
the profpefts through the viftas are truly JelightfuL 
Behind the gardens is a fine canal ; and the hall is 
adorned with paintings, executed by the greateft Ita- 
lian^ mailers. This (lately ftrufture was defignedby 
Iiiigo Jones, and the ftair-cafe is painted by Sir 
James Thornhill, 

To the weft of Towcefter is a large village called 
Edgecot, remarkable for a bloody battle fought 
between the Englifh and the Danes, in which the 
latter were totally defeated. There was another 
battle fought here during the wars between the houf- 
cs of York and Lancafter ; but the Yorkifts were 
defeated, and 5000 of their men flain. 

Near the above village is another called Chip- 
PINGWARDEN, which appears to be of great anti- 
quity, andvjras probably a Roman ftation. Many 

founda- 



foundations have been dug up here it different time?, 
and coins'have been found under the ruins ; but hif^ 
tojry is filent as to the time it was built, though, irr 
all probability, it was foon after the reign of the 
emperor Claudius* 

About three miles to the fouth of Towcefter is 
Whittlebury Forest, where the duke of 
Grafton has a feat called Wakefield Lodge. T&he 
gardens and woods are divided into walks and viftfts, 
which command a mod extcnfive profpeft over the 
adjacent country. The park is well flocked with 
deer, and properly enclofcd ; and upon the whole it 
is one of the moft delightful retreats in the king- 
ddm. ■ . ' ' ♦ 

. O^ the borders of this foreft is a village called 
PoTTERSPERRY, which v^as of great reputc during 
the heptarchy : altd remarkable for a bloody battle 
fought near it be^veen the Weft Saxons ' and the 
Mercians, in which the former were defeated with* 
confiderable lofs. 

To the eaft of Towcefter is a fmall village called 
Grafton, rem^rkble only forgiving the* title 6f 
duke to one of the branches of the noble family ot 
Fitzrqy. - . 

Brackley, the lafttown we have to mention 
in this county, is a place of great antiquity, and 
faid to be one of the oldeft boroughs in England. 
K is pleafantly fitiiated near thq fource of the river. 
Oufe,.and was formerly celebrated for its tilts and 
tournaments,* which were often held here wTierf 
knight errantry was praftifedin this kingdom. 

This town is greatly decayed from what; it "WJas* 
in former times, when it was particularly celebrated 
for its great trade in wool. There are, hcwftver>. 
ftill fomc remains of its antient grandeur, namely^ 
two parilli churches, a free-fchool, and ap hofpital 

kept 
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Icept in good repair by the prefident and fellows of 
Magdalen Collegfe, Oxfqrd. » The town, fs an an-r 
tient corporation, and the government is vefted in a 
feaj^ot, chofen annually at the court-lcet of the 
"manor. The weekly market is on Wednefday^ and 
its diflance from London 46 miles. 

In the neighbourhood of this town is a village 

trailed Aynho, where there was an hofpltal founded 

in the reign of Henry ll . the rents of which, after 

its diflblution, weie annexed to the revenues of 

•Magdalen College, Oxford. 

Thfere was alfo a priory, at a pleafant villige cal- 
led AsHBV Canon, which was founded foon after 
the conqueft ; but not the kaft remains of it are now 
to be feen. 

Within about lialf a mile of the town of Nor- 
thampton is one of the croiTes erefted by king Ed- 
ward 1. in memory of Eleanor his queen, whofe 
corpfc was riefled here in its way to Weftminfter ; & 
^ at a fmall diflance to the north of the ciofs, Several 
Roman coins have been dug up at different periods. 
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' Jam^es Hervey, the celebrated author of t^e 

' ^^Meditations among the Tombs", was the fnn of 

a clergyman, and born at Hardlngftone, near.Nor- 

thampton, on the 26th of February 171 4-. H^ re- 

ceived his education at the grammar fchool of that 

' town, from whence he removed to Lincoln-College, 

Oxford, where, after finifliing his ftudies, he took the 

xlegree of bachelor of arts, & entered into holy orders. 

Being of a ferious turn of mind, and filled with a 

■ deep ferife of religion, he aflbciated himfelf withfi- 

' ous people of every denomination, and his natural 

jfweetnefs of temper gamed him the moft particular 

refpc£l 
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refpcft from fill vho knew him. His Piety and vir- 
tue, however, did not recommend him to thofe in 
power, nor did he ever obtain any higher prefer- 
ment than that of a curacy till the death of his fa- 
ther, v/hich liappcned in 1752, when he fucceeded 
him in the livings of Wefton Favell and Collingtree, 
near Northampton, the annual value of which a- 
mountcd to i Sol. 

He was naturally of a very delicate conftitution, 
which he weakened ftill more by his application to 
his ftudies ; and having been for fome tunc affli6led 
with a cramp and a hcftic cough, he was feized with 
hi€ laft.illnefs in the beginning of December, 1758, 
and expired on Chriftmas day of that year, in the 
45th year of his age. 

He difchargcd his duties as a minifter of the gof- 
pel in fuch a manner as would have done honour to 
one of the primitive fathers, and his compaifion to 
thofe in diftrefs was unexampled. Great piety and 
goodnefs of heart were his diftinguiflied qualities, 
and his works will ever be read with pleafure and 
admiration. 

His death was confident with what might have 
been expe£led from one who lived fuch a pious life; 
and he died repeating thofe words of good old Simc* 
on, '*Lord, now letteft thou thy fervant depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have feen thy falvation." 

Befides Jiis Meditations among the Tombs, he 
^ wrote Refle6lions on a Flower Garden ; a Defcant 
on Creaiioir ; Contemplations on the Night and 
Starry Heavens ; Theron and Afpafia, &c. 

The profits arifing from the fale of his works, to- 
gether with the principal part of his income, he 
converted to the ufe of the diftrefled ; and fuch was 
the extent of his benevolence, that after the cxpenccs 
of his funeral were difcharged, his pecuniary pot 
feiQans did not amount to 20 ihiUing^. . 



t 13 ) 

AN HISTORICAL ACCaUNT 

Of Banbury. &c. 

i 

BANBURY IS a large and populous Town ut 
the northern part of the County of Oxford, 
fituated upon the declivity of a hill, and upon tha 
weftern fide of the river Cherwell, which here di-« 
vides the counties of Oxford and Nortiianaq>ton. 

Different authors have named dif&rent perfons zs 
the founders of Banbury* One aflerts that Webba 
the fon of Crida King of the Mesciaos built and 
fortified it during his peaceable reign about . the 
Year 589. 

Another fays that Ida, the firftkingof Korthum- 
berland founded it in or near the year .560 : but 
thefe accounts appear futile, and Banbury feems to; 
have exifled at a much earlier date. It was certain^ 
ly one of the mod eminent places in this County: 
during the government of the.Saxons and Danes, (i£ 
not the only place of note in the County,) which 
now includes a fpace of near 1 30^ years ; and if w6 
allow for its gradual rife to the eminence it then had: 
arrived to, which upon tbc.beft evidence we can: 
procure appears to be the cafe, we may tfafely date 
its origin many years prior to that period, . In-j 
deed there are few places, comparatively fpedking,; 
that can boafl of greater A,ntiquity, or, what is 
much more to its honor, of attachment to the caufor 
of its Country, and to Layalty, in the various re- 
volutions the flate has experienced in the different; 
periods of Hiftory, which it .will be necefT^ry to 
mention in the profecution.of ,this Work, fhopld 
this attempt be honoured with the apprqbation o£ 
the public. 

B la 



fn the decCnc of the Roman pbWfcr,\Cliett 6fl* 
tian fucceeded to the Empire, he chofe FlaviuS 
Magnus Theodofms, fon of the great general of that 
name, to be his aflbciate in the empire ; which ex*- 
eeedingly exafperatcd Maxjraus, Tvho at this time 
h^d the chief command in Britain, and^ was a 
foldier of ^cat experience. Maximus afplred to 
that dignity himfelf, and thought it difgraceful to 
ferve under a perfon who was. inferior to him in 
point of age and experience, and who alfo had been 
under his command. He complained loudly of his 
injuries to the army irl Britain, by whom, and by 
the Natives alfo he was much cfteemed, as he had 
prudently regulated their internal police, and ef- 
feftually guarded them from the incurfions of the 
Scots and PiCTS, fo that he became the Idol of 
the people. By his oratory he prevailed on his fol- 
4iers to proclaim. him Emperor, and the flower of 
the britlfh youth joined his ilandard, hieing deter- 
mined to place their beloved Commander and Gover- 
nor in the elevated fituation he afpired to, orperifh 
in the attempt. • Elated at the thoughts of fuccefs, 
he paffed over into Gaul, where his army received 
additional feinforcements, and obtained a fignal vic- 
tory over Gratian ; but experienced a fad reverfe of 
fortune againft Theodofms, by whom his army was 
entirely routed, and himfelf takea and flain. 

This was an irrepairable misfortune to the 
Britons, who were now left entirely undefended. 
Without an army to proteS them internally, or a 
fleet to guard their xroaft, they bec^jme an eafy prey 
to their barbarous enemies the .Scots and Picts : 
thefe, always ready to take every advantage offered 
them, cither by the internal divifions of the Natives 
among themfei ves, or by any other misfortune or 
calamity which from time,to time happened, mad« 
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continual inroads among them, entering the Roman 
provinces with fire and fword, and in their tout 
committed the moft horrid barbarities • . 

In thefe times of blood and rapine, Banbury (then 
called Bannerflburgh, that is; the Bridge of Banners) 
and the adjacent country was not exempted from a 
fhare of the calamity. In the fifth century it was 
taken and facked by theft Barbarians, who pene- 
trated arfar as- Hook-Norton ; but the Inhabitants 
aflembling and manfully fighting to defend their, li- 
berty and property, obliged them to defift from far- 
ther carnage, and to return with their booty. This 
is the ftrft hiftbrical tranfadion relative to Banbury, 
©r any place within 2o miles thereof, that we have 
been able to learn : what was the date of the Town, 
the number of Inhabitants, or of their invaders 
art thjs*period>orths names o^their commander^, 
cannot with any degree of certainty be adduced* 
Wfe wiH herpwever here prefent our readers with a 
fhortxonjefhire of the ftate of Banbury at this period, 
tvhich, though conjefture only, may not perhaps be 
Venr far from the truth. 

We' will fuppofe then, that Banbury in the Year 
400 vras (ituated on a kind of an ifland, rather north* 
ward to where it now (lands, (and where afterwards 
the Caftle was erecSted,) furrounded with a ditch, 
broad and deep, by way of fortification. That it 
confifted of 200 huts orhoufes^ one ftory high ; the 
materials for building being concifely expreifed by 
the low term Wattle and dab. Inhabited 
chiefly by herdfmen, whofe large droves of cattle fed 
in thofe fertile meadows on each fide of the Cher- 
well, which was eafily fordable near this place on 
account of the natural declivity of the ground both 
above and below where Banbury bridge now (lands, 
^%\JLkh caufes a (harp current and a fhallaw wa- 
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trater* Thait the Inhabitants were ftrong and ro- 
buft, nightly clothed, aftd inured to the weather iu 
attending and feeding their cattle, and endeavouring 
to defend them from the common enemy. That 
every man of proper age was a foldier in cafes of 
emergency, and trat on fuch occafions they could 
turn 4po fighting meii ihto the field- — ^no con* 
temptible force for one town, in thofe days, whea 
conveniences for pafturage were the chief incite- 

ments for fettling their habitations-- but we will 

have done for the prefent with conjefture. 

The unfortunate Britons after the .departure of 
the Romans, often folicited their help ; but wer^ 
never abfe to obtatin any permanent fuccoOf. I«* 
deed the Roftiafis at this time \tefe not able to pre*, 
icrvethemfelves from invafion, for tb^ Grauls pour- 
ed fuch nnriibers, and with fucii impetuofity int^ 
Italy about the Year 406, as to fack even Rome'it- 
fclf. However they fent the Britons temporary rft^ 
Hcfsfrom time to time upon their importunity^ 
which were only a prolong^ition of their calamity.: 
^* at the departure of thcie legions fent to their 
^id, their exyemiea conftaiiily renewed their incurfi^ 
jons. 

, In one of their letters to the Rcwitane for aflift- 
ance, entitled **The Groans of the Britons", is this 
•remarkable palTace : *'The Barbarians (fay they) 
drive us toward the fea, the fea throws us back again 
upon thd Barbarians ; and we have ohly the wretch- 
ed alternative left us of perifliing by the fword or 
-the Waves*'. 

At length they were impoliticly induced to em- 
ploy an army of Saxons for their prote6lion, who 
defeated the Scots and Picts in feveral engage- 
ments. But from fervants they foon became maflep, 
jELnd divided England into feven Kingdoms, ftiled 

thQ 
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^tlie Sax^n Heptarchy,. Thefe kingdoms were not 
atll eftabllflied at once, but fingly, and with much* 
bloodfhed, as the treacherous Saxons were able to 
fubdue the inhabitants or drive them from their 
teritories. The Britons would not willingly re- 
linquiih their pofleffions, but fought manfully for 
their lives & fortunes; & in or near the year 540, be- 
ing driven almoft to defpair, they aflembled their 
whole force in order to revenge at one blow, all the 
calamities they had fuffered from the Saxons ; and 
advancing to Banbury Caftle, divided their army in- 
to nine bodies, in order to aflift and fupport each 
other as occafion might require ; out of whioh they 
formed three regular lines, having the horfe and 
archers upon the wings, after the manner of 'the 
Romans. In this order they were attacked' by Ken- 
rlc, the fecondking o^f the Weft-Saxons, and his fdn 
Ceaulin, at the head of the Saxon army ; who, con- 
fided much in their boafted valor and difcipllne, and 
the advantage they had in point of weapons, being- 
armed with fwords and maces ; yet the witons who 
had only arrows and javelins, fought with fuch a-* 
mazing courage and perfcverance, that the fatte of 
the day was for a long time doubtful, till at length, 
having fuftained the battle the whole day, and wea-* 
rinefs and the night coming on, the Saxon difcipline 
prevailed: the Britons were routed with great (laugh- 
ter, and after this Battle at Banbury, could never 
make fo formidable a ftand againft'the Saxori pow- 
er, being driven from place to place ; till at length 
thofc who would not entirely fubmit to the conquer- 
ors, took refuge in the mountains of Wales. 

The above tranfa6lions plainly evince that Ban-' 
BURY was ftrengthened with a Caftle prior to the' 
Year 540 ; for in the account hiftorians give of this 
battle, Banbury Caftle is particularly named. This 
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fcemes to invalidate the aflertion that Ida was the 
founder of the Town, or even of the Caftle ; as 
tlie kingdom of Northumberland, of which he was 
th^ firft king, was not founded till fix or feven years 
after this event. Neverthelefs, on the other hand, 
Ida fome years preceding this battle, in his excur- 
fions againft the Britons, might penetrate as far as 
Banbnry, and, in order to {ecure his conquefts, ftreng- 
thej it with a Caftle. Hiftory certainly favors this 
plea ; for we find that in the fubfequent wars be- 
tween the kings of Northumberland and Mercia, 
Banbury was always firmly attached to the former 
power, although Oxfordfhire, and each-^f the fur- 
rounding counties belonged to Mercia. 

We cannot but fincerelv grieve for the impene- 
trable mift that envelops tne hiftory of this place for 
fome ages after this period during the continu- 
ance of the Saxon Heptarchy.— Hiftorians in men- 
tioniug fails, without their concurrent circumftan- 
ces, feem to have obfcured inftead of cnlighteni]3g 
fome particular points of hiftory. 

We are ibme times ready to conclude, that fince 
the Saxon government, Banbury has certainly been 
Temoved by inchantment above an hundred miles 
fouthward from where it originally ftood ! how elfe 
can we reconcile to reafon thofe paflages that ap- 
pear in moft, if not in all the modern hiftories of 
England, refpefting it. vi%. • That in the wars be- 
tween the kings of Mercia and Northumberland, 
whenever the latter was worfted by the former, he 
was fure of finding refuge and protection in Ban- 
bury Caftle, even againft the force of a powerful 
and vidorious army ! Ida, as we before obferved, 
founded his kingdom in or near the • Year 547, 
IVtercia was not founded by Crida till 582 or 584-^ 
In this interval 6f more th^n 30 years it cannot be 
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^Sbjefl^^ed but Banbury might belong to the formef 
' k n^dom : but the Mercian territories extended as far 
as the Humber, having Banburv in the centre, or 
rather farther than the centre from the Northum- 
brians : that prince muft therefore travel over a large 
extent of country belonging to the Mercians before 
he could arrive at his place of refuge. 

This feems improbable, nay, almoft impoflible ! 
— We confefs ourfelves at a Idfs to clear this point, 
and muft leave it to the confideration of thofe who 
are more learned and curious in antique hiftory, 
and proceed in ftating our account as we find it re- 
corded by the- the mc3t authentic hiftorians. 

'{To h Continued.) 



Sir. 



To THE Editor of the Banbury 
Miscellany, 



Irroiiilfe myfelf much entertainment from your 
intended publication, "The Banbury Mis- 
cellany" not only from the particular ac- 
count you propofe giving of that ancient and 
honourable Town, but alfo from the various 
anecdotes, tranfa£iions, &c. that will doubt- 
lefs occur from the different Villages within the cir- 
aiit of twenty miles. Muft it not be an infinite 
pleafure to each refined inhabitant of thefe Villages, 
to refied that he will now have an opportunity, 
through the channel of your Magazine, (as you pro- 
pofe inferting mifcellaneous matter,) of tranfmitting 
to his pofterity every remarkable hiftory anecdote, 
circumftance, tranfa^ion, or ocurrence^ that has 
happened in the Village in the courfe of his own 
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remembrance^ Of t^at have been haiWed A)Wtt to 
him by tradition from his anceftors, many of which 
muft be forgotten if fome fuch method of preferving 
them be not adopted ? This being the cafe, I per- 
fuade niyfelf you will foon be fupplied with abun- 
dance or materials for your undertaking : for as the 
publication will be confined to fo fmall a .part of 
the Country, each circumftance refpeftlng any 
Part of that Part muft be in fome meafure int^r- 
efting to individuals refiding in it, who are gene- 
rally acquainted and have daily comijiunication with 
each other. 

I have heard it infinuated by fome, that fuch a 
publication in the Country cannot be long fupport- 
ed with credit for want of new and interefting oc^ 
currents : but I am of a contrary opinion, which 
indeed I have partly difcovered above : and as has 
been already fuggefted, will it not be a reproach to 
the Country if Banbury and its vicinity for 2o 
miles when united together cannot produce fuffici- 
ent literary abilities to fupport one fmall periodical 
work ? I cannot admit fuch a thought I but (hall ra- 
ther prefume that all perfons within the circuit 
mentioned, will contribute their endeavours to fup- 
port your Mifcellany. That the pious Divine, 
cpmmendably warm for the good of his cure, will 
there exhort them to purfue the paths of Truth. 
That the Phyfician, equally defirous of doing good, 
will there difplay his healing knowledge.' 

That there alfo, the tender Lover in foft flowing 
verfe, with all humility will prefcnt his miftrcfs 
with an earneft of hisatfcftion. And thcfc produc- 
tions being moilly dillinguiflied by thereat names 
^ and places of abode of their refpeflive authors, who 
will in general be perfonally known to the readers, 
w^ill no doubt be read with avidity and pleafure. 

And 
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And for your comfort, Mr. Editor, I pjophefy 
that each inhabitant within the circuit ofyourMif- 
cellany, who can read, will purchafe one : for what 
artificer or labourer is there who carmot without the 
lead inconvenience fpare one farthing per week, 
efpecially when he fliall underfland that the work 
will occafionally refer to petfons and things under 
his own immediate knowledge j an<l for Wh<M4i per- 
haps he has conceived a tender regard. 

jThere are many Noblemen's and GentTerhen's 
feats withina few miles of Banbury, defcriptlons of 
which, by ingenious perfons who refidc in or. dear 
them, you muft endeavour to obtain. This, in iijy 
hmrible opirfion, vtrould bfe a* valuable treat toybur 
readers.: I am rttyftlfy I cohfefi', -afwayscteUgWfed 
Twkh fuch defer igtions^; efpecially. wherv>I ant fo«€- 
what beforehana acquainted with the objeCT in ra- 
view. 

My ih6tt tefmiPce in BloXhi^rH wiB not allow 
me at prefent to give you any particular hiftory, -cftr 
defcripton of valuable curiofity relative thereto. You 
will however occafionally, if you thlnlt this w^orthy 
of' i»ffejpfioH,. be troubled wrth my remarks, a6<:iT- 
cumftances occur, . I fhall therefore Qonclude thjs 
extenffve "letter, which * I at firft intended fhould 
have been a concife (Siley with ^ enigmatical lift 
of gentlemen's names in Bloxham, to be anfwered 
in your rtext'Mifcdiany. For a lift of the ladies, 
I refer you to the young connoifleurs in beauty, 
who will be happy to teftify their devotion, to the 
fair objefts of their contemplation ; arid am, wiflt- 
ing every fuccefs to your laudable defign, 
Your^moft obedient' 

and very humble fervant, 
BLOXHAM:\ 
May aoth, 1789./ T, .W. 



{ ^^ J 

I. Four-fifths of to reckon, and three-ninth? of 
a truth. 

a. Two-thirds of a portion of light, and part of 
>.a fafliionable carriage. ^ 

3. Three-fourths of a typical appellation of our 
Savior, and half a capital city in liolland. 

4. Diminution of length. 

5» An ufeful kitchen utenfi), a confonant, and 
two-thirds of what we all too often do» 

6* A province in France. 

7* Three-eighths of an Indian philofopher,.e 
ODnfonant, and a well known induftrious infed* 

*. A teftament, and two-fourths or two Gxthsof 
Great Britain. 

9* Half a dowBi a fefpeatint letter, and a mea* 
fure. 

ID. A difagre^ble fenfation oppofed topleafure*. 

II. Three-fourths of a game animal, a canine letw 
ter, and two-fixths of one of die greater prophets. 

1 2. A Town in Warwickfhireu 
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I n compliance with our foregoing correfpondent*g 
advice and requeft, we here prefent our readers With 
« defcription of Blenheim, from the elegant pen 
of The Rev. Mr. Mayor, Matter of the A- 
cademy, Woodftock ; extraSed from the end of his 
poem lately publiflied. Price 2s. 6d. entitled Qlen-* 
HEiM, which wcihave read M[ithmuch pleafure. 

Defcriptidns 
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^ Dcfcriptions of this nature from other part^ 
©f this country, for our fucceeding Nuoabers, -will 
be efteemed favors. 

TH E palace or cattle of Blenheim, one of the 
moft magnificent piles of architefture in this 
kingdom, and perhaps in the whole world, (lands* 
in a moft delightful fituation, and falubrious air, 
within half a mile of the borough of Woodftock : 
being about eight miles diftant from Oxford, and 
fixty-four from London.' It was built at the public 
expence, in the reign of Qiieen Anne ; by whomt 
with the concurrence of parliament, it was confer-] 
red, together with the annexed demefnes, on the moft 
illuftrious John Duke of Marlborough, as a tefti* 
tnony of royal favour, and national gratitude, for his 
tranfcendent fervices, and the many fignal vi6lorieS 
he had gained over the French and Bavarians ; par- 
ticularly that near the village of Blenheim, on the 
banks of the Danube, from which this noble palace 
receives its name. This victory being atchieved on 
the fecondday of Auguft 1704, it was enacted that, 
on the fame day of every year for ever, the inheritors 
of his grace's honours and titles ihould render to her 
jnajefty, and her heirs and fucceflbrs, one ftandard, 
or colours, with three fleur-de-lis painted thereon, 
as an acquittance for all manner of rents, fuits, and 
fervices due to the crown. 

The archittfS of Blenheim was Sir John Van- 
trugh i who, though he has perhaps been juftly 
blamed for a heavinefs in hs general defigns, muft 
at leaft ftand acquitted in this inftance ; when it is 
confidered, that ftrength and durability were princi- 
pal obJe»^^s TO be regarded in a pile intended to re- 
main a monument of Britifti valour, and Bntifti 
generofity, till the rcmoteft periods of time. . 

Accordingly, 
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Accordiogly, wc find both the plao and executibij 
excellently adapted to anfwer thofc momentous pur- 
pofes ; and while the more modern and fhowy fabrics 
are only the boaft of an age, Blenheim feems calculated 
to ftand uninjured by the lapje of years,.and to excite 
the admiration of foreigners^ as well as natives, in pro- 
portion as it is better known. 

From Woodftock, the ufual approach, we enter the^ 
park thiOLigJi a triumphal arch, or ipaoious portal, ereft- 
ed to the memory of John Duke of Marlborough, by 
Sarah his Dutchefs. 

On entering the park, one oF the mod beautiful 
profpcai in nature difclofes itfelf to our view. The palace 
appC'irs in t.o.it : on the lef^ part of the borough of 
Woodftock, particularly the tower, the icftory, and 
the houfcs of Mrs. Cotterel and Mrs. Pryfe, from which" 
the. views are charmingly pidurefquc : and, on the right, 
a broad and fpacious canal, intcrfeaed, but not 
terminated, by a fuperb bridge; a lofty column 
on the riling ground; a delightful valley; and 
hills, caverfid with Ihady trees, groves, and plantati- 
Ons; all coafpire to ftrike the eye of taftewith an ir- 
rcfiftible charm. At a fmall diftance from this portal, 
towards the right, is the Centrum Phonicum, orSpeak- 
ex s Place, of remarkable polyfyllabical articulate echo? 
^hich, according to Dr. FIoi, in his Natural Hiftory 
of Oxfordftiire, will diftinftly repeat, feventeen fylla- 
blcs in a calm day, and in the night twenty. Kow- 
ever, the demolition of the ancient palace, which ftood 
on the brow of the oppofite hill, the extenfion of the 
lake, or fome other latent ^aufc, has diminiihed the 
powers of this farprifmg echo; but ftill a very diftinft 
polyfyllabical echo may be heard by a fpeaker ftationed 
near an old cyprefs-tree between Rofamond's Well and 

the bridge ; and it is nothing unufu^al for thofe who 

are 
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are acquainted with this circumflance, to complimeot 
the vocal nymph with a How do you do? which is 
fpeedily returned with amazing exadlnefs of articulation. 

Advancing forward, we arrive at the caftern gate of 
Blenheim, by which we enter a quadrangle, conlifl:in|^ 
of offices : and from thence we proceed into the area^ 
where the north front, opens to our view ; a noble piece 
of architefture, three hundred and forty eight feet from 
wing to wing, and highly ornamented, particularly in 
the centre. 

This is the grand approach ; and to it we arc proper-* 
ly condufted over the valley, throagh which the canal 
winds, by sl jnoft magnificent bridge, conftruded in the 
ftile of the Rialto at Venice, the diameter of whofc cen- 
tre arch is one hundred feet. 

Beyond thisr, in a direcl line, and on a confidcrable 
eminence, (lands a ftately column, one hundred and 
thirty feet in height ; on the top of which is a ftatue of 
the immortal John Churchill, Duke of Marlborough; 
and, on it's pedeftal, his eminent atchievements, and 
the afts of the Britifli parliament in his favour, arc 
fully infcribed. On the fide facing Blenheim his char-. 
after is thus delineated, as is fuppofed, by Lord Boling- 

4>roke— * 

« 

TheCaftltofBLirNHEiM was founded by (Jueen Anne, 

In the Fourth Year of her Reign, 

In the Year of the Chriftian JErsL 

One Tboufand Seven Hundred and Five. 

A Monument defigned to perpetviatc the Memoiy of 

the Signal Vi6lory 

Obtained over the French and Bavarians^ 

Neai- the Village of B l e x n e i m. 

On the Banks of the Danube-^ 

C By 



By John Duke of Marlborough, 
The Hero not only of his Nation, but of his age; 
Whofe Glocy wasjequal in the Council and in the 

Field ; 
Who byiWifdom, Jirftice, Candour, and AddreCs, 
jLeconciled. various, and«ven cppofite,. Ipterefts; 

acquired an .Influence 

^^hich no Rank* no Authority, can give, 

In op a^y Forcp, but that pf.fuperi.or Virtue : 

Became the fixed, important Centre, 

Which united, in one corrmonCaufe, 

The principal States of Europe ; 

Who, by military Knowledge, & irrefiftible Valour, 

In a long Series of uninterrupted Triumphs, 

Broke the Power of France - 

When raifed the higheft, when exerted the moft: 

Refcued the Empire from Defolation ; 
Afferted, and confirmed the .Liberties of Europe. 

( To be conUmiecl. ) 



.Of. Men and Women. 
^ From Dr. Plot's Hiftory of Oxfordshire, 
Chapter *tli. Firft Printed, in 1677. 

THE fubjea matter of this Chapter being very 
narrow, extending i.tfelf only to Man, whom 
<.Tod created Male and Female, and them only in 
his own Image, little lower then the Angels : It 
cannot be expefted, that the methods, ot the other 
. Chapters can be obferved here, there betng no ne)v 
fptcic^ of Men to be produced, or not fuflSciently 
noted already. All therefore that remains concerning 
them«lo be handled here, will be only the unufual 
Accidents that have attended them, whereof, though 

-'1 
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I have not met with over many in this County, yet 
they are- enough to be diltributed into fuch as have 
attended- tb'cm, 

{at or b:forc their birthj 
in their courfe of lije, 
in their death or grave » 

a: Before the brrth of Man, the Vagitus uterinus, 
or crying of the child in the mothers womb, is not 
ordinarily to be met with, though we find many 
examplesof the thing in Authors, to which may be 
added one more that lately happened at Heyford 
Purcel, where there was a child cryed very audibly 
in its mothers womb fometime before the birth. Foi 
the performance of which aft ion, whether there be a 
necelEty of the Infants having refpiration whilil 
included in the Amnion ; or whether it may not be 
done without it ? let the Phyficians difpute : The 
matter of faft fufficeth me at prefent that there was 
fuch a thing, the people being frighted with it, and 
expelling fome calamity fhould foon attend fuch a 
Prodigy, pernicious (forfooth) not only to the Place 
where heard, but to the State itfelf. Whereas the 
learned Bartholin more rightly notes, that the ruin oi 
Kingdoms depends rather on the wickednefs of the 
people, living in contempt ofGod&his Laws, thdn 
any fuch vagitus; which portends nothing but hap- 
pinefs to the Infant, the Mother, and State itfclf : 
To the Infant, in that it is an Index of its ftrength, 
and perfeftion of- Organs \ To the Mbtlier, in the 
certainty that her xrhild is living, &likely'to promote 
its own exit ; To the State, which" is 4ikcl/ to be 
blefl with an abl^- fu bjeft. 

So that if -any thing amifsefall out- after fuch Va- 
• gitus, it muilbc imputed ratherto cliance tlren defrgn 

C 2 of 
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of nature : Let us but mend our lives, and no fuch 
matters can hurt us. 

3. In the birth of man it is equally ftrange, that 
the pangs of the woman in theexclufion of the child 
have fometimes afFefted the Abdomen of the hufband 
which yet to fuch as have experimented the fecrecy 
of fympathies^&underfland the fubtilty and power 
of effiuviumsi perhaps may. not feem difficult : But 
that the man fliould fometimes fufFer fuch pains, 
whilft the woman is well, and before fhc is in labor, 
is a problem I fear beyond ail hopes of folution. 
And yet that this has happened to fomc perfons in 
Oxford is very certain, & that to knowing ones too, 
very unlikely to be deceived, and of unqueftionablc 
veracity : whereof one of them told me (whom I 
enquired of more particularly concerning them) that 
they came upon him when he little thought of his 
wife, and that the pangs were very odd ones, fuch as 
he never felt in his life ; not like any griping in the 
guts, but lying in the mufc]cs of the Abdomen, which 
yet he ihould never have thought to have had relation 
to his wife, had they not fuddenly, and beyond ex- 
peftation ceafed, as foon as his wife began to be in 
labor. Which makes much for the credit of a rela- 
tion of the German Virtuofi, concerning one Fabcr 
of Buxovil in Alfatia, who conftantly a£led the part 
of his pregnant wife, being taken with vomitings, 
and fuSering thofe inordinate longings that ufuaTly 
attend women in that condition, his wife all the 
while fuffering no fuch inconveniencies. 

4 That fuch fymptoms fhould be thus tranflated 
from the woman to the man, the woman remaining 
well and uridifturbed, Dr. Primirofe thought fo ij;- 
rational (upon account that natural Agents firft work 
ori the near eft objefls, and then on the remoteft, and 
that therefore a woman mult needs be firft aifeded 

with 
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With her own noxious humors) that he look *d upon 
it as no better than a ridurulous error, as indeed I 
think I fhoiild have done my felf, but that I am o- 
therwife perfuaded by fober men, who well know 
how to diftingulfh the manner of the pangs, and the 
circumftances of them : Nor (hould I have ventured 
to have made this relation, but that the perfons are 
living, and ready to juftify what I have written to 
any perfon fit to be difcours*d with about fuch mat- 
ters : but how they fliould come to pafs, is fo hard 
to determine, that I dare not attempt it, it bemg dif* 
ficuU not to err concerning fuch myfterics of Na- 
ture. 

5. That women may bring forth three at a birth 
appears evidently by the example of the Horatii, and 
Curiatii ; to whom. may be added, though of unequal 
rank, the three children of aTaylor here in Oxford, 
which he had all at a birth. But to go above that 
number fays Pliny, is reputed and commonly fpok- 
en off as monftrous, and to portend fome mif-hap : 
for confirmation whereof, he inftances in a Com- 
m6ners wife of Oftia, who was delivered at one 
birth of two boys and two girls : but this, fays he, 
was a moft prodigious token, & portended no doubt 
the famine that enfued foon after: i. e. It pleafed 
God to vifit thofe parts with famine about that time, 
there being no more dependence between the famine 
and the preceding birth, than there is between the 
wars. Plagues, & Famines, that fometimes follow 
Comets ; there having been (no queftion) as many of 
them, to which nothing extraordinary has beenfub- 
feqiient, as to which there has : and fo of Births, 

6. Witnefs the four children brought all at a time 

by Elenor the wife of Henry Deven of Watlington, 

An. 1675. fince which time we have yet lived 

(thanks be to God) in as great health, peace and 

plenty, under our good and gracious King, as ever 

C 3 People 
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People iVi(\, w^'-cfi God of Iiis mercy continue to lis; 
vliom if W;* fcrve in fincerity, performing unto 
Him an honcil, ^aithfiil, and uniform obedience 
(though 'tis true c,ur befl: performances w'li be mix- 
ed with much of weaknefs, ignorance, frailties, and 
recidivations) we need never to fear the influenc-c of 
any fuch accidents, though they much exceed the 
ordinary courfe of nature, 

7. The fame Pliny informs us, that many men 
indeed have begotten children at fixty or eighty years 
old : for which be inflances in Volufius Saturu'nus 
who on Dame Cornelia, of the lineage of the Sci- 
pifj's begat Volufius Satuminus (who afterward was 
Confulj at fixty two years old and upwards, Cato 
Cenforius, fays the fame Pliny fanccftor to' Cato 
who fie xvhimfelf at Utica) begat afononthedaughicr 
of Salonins his Vafl'al, after he was paft S'^- years of 
age : and King MafliniflTa, another, whom he called 
Methymathuus, when he was eighty fix. But as /to 
\vomen, he is pofitive that they are paft child-beariiig 
Jit fifty, & th^t for the moft part they ftop at forty. 

8. But I met with an inftance at Shutford near 
Banbury, that proves him plainly miftaken, where! 
faw and fpoke with.one Catharine Taylor, that had 

. a fon then living and hifty, in the frxtieth -year of 
her age, which was teftlficd alfo'.to mo" by mafiy 
there about. And I have fincelveard of one Good- 
wife Harvey of Smitheni^reen, in the Parifh of Leis/b, 
within three miles of Worceilcr, that is now w- h 
child in her fixty third year, which arc inftances 
wonderful rare, and fcarceheardof in other Coun- 
tries ; thouci^h we are informed indeed by Dr. Boat, 
that amon^ ft t'e women in Ireland, there are feveral 
found wi,o do not only retain their Catamenia, but 
even their fruitfulnefs, above the age of fifty? & 
fome till that of fixty years j whereolhe tells us, 
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Ks brother knew fome, who being above threefcore 
ypnrs oH, did not only corccive and bring forth 
children but nurfed them,^' brought them up with 
their own m^k: which pifoas we are acquainted by 
Cuh Plfojis^very common in Brafil. 

■ 9. As in the ch^ld bear'ng of women, and the ac- 
cidents atterdino: it,l have met with alfo fomewhat 
extraordinary in the T growth, which mufl: be ranked 
among the ace -dents that have befallen the fcx dur- 
ing their courfeof life; and fuch is the growth of one 
Ph'lippa French, bom at MHcomb in this County, 
now fix or feven & thirty years of age, & a married 
' woman, having all her parts proportionable, and of 
good fymmctrv, yet v/anting half an inch of a yard 
in Iieight : wliich is fomewhat lower *-^en Manius • 
Maximiis, or M. Tullius, who as Varro rep'Tis, ' 
were each bt!t two cubits high, and yet they v/ere , 
Gentlemen and Knights of R^;me : but higher than 
Conopasjthe Dwarfof Julia, Niece to Augultus, who 
as Phny tcH-s us, was but two foot high and a hand 
breadth ; but he tells us not whether Conopas 
were at his full growth, or had good fymmctry of 
parts like our Ph'ilippa, it being common enough 
for perfons to be very low of flatiire, v/hen cith'^r 
tlieir Bodies are awry, or fome of their parts dif- 
proportionable to the reft. 

■ 10. And amongll fuch accidents as thefe, we may 
reckon a ftrange difeafethat befel Mary the daugh- 
ter of Job. Collier of Burford, who out of the cor- 
ners of her eyes excluded a fort of congeal'^d "^ar. rr, 
wh'rh after fome t-nie tnrrtd into a ilony kind of 
fiibdance, not unlike the flones, as they w.-ic Ov.- 
fcribedto me, that fomet'mes come forth of rhe tum'or 
called Atheroma : which I therefore guefs to hr.ve • 
been only a more exalted k'n# of iEgilops,or nft'ila 
lachrymalis, and not to have been caufed by fr.fci- 

nation. 
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nation, as- Lachrrund thinks the ff ones were thatf 
came forth of the left eye of Margaret the daughter 
of Conrad Brandis of Bantein, fhe be/ng cured of 
the dfeafe by that eminent Oculift D^. Turbervil* 
of Sarum. 

IT . Yet a much ftiranger accident thp.h th?it befel 
- one Reberkah Smith, the Seivant-mald of one Thom- 
as White of Minfter Lovel, who being of a robuft 
conftitutior, though (he feldom eat flefh (it fcarce 
agreeing with her) and above 50 years of age ; after 
(he cam.e from the Communion on Palm-funday, 
Apr>l 16. Anno 1671. was taken with futh a dry- 
nefs in her throat, that (he could not fwallow her 
fpittle, nor any thing elfe to fupply the decays of 
nature : and in this cafe (he continued without eat- 
ing or drinking, tb the am.azement of all, for about 
ten weeks, vh., to the 29 of June, being both St. 
Peter?:, and Witney-fair day : by which time being 
brought very low, her matter enquired and found out 
# perfon who gave him an Amulet (for it v^as fup- 
pofed (he was bewitch'd) againft this evil ; after the 
Application whereof, within two or three days time 
(though I dare not fuppofe there was any depend- 
ance between the medicine & difeafe) (he firft drank 
a little water, then warm broths in fmall quanti- 
ties at a time, and nothing elfe till Palm-funday 
again twelve months after, when (he began to eat 
bread & other food again as formerly (he had done, 
and is now about the age of fixty, and ftill living at 
the fame place ready to teftify the truth of the thing, 
as well as Tho. White and his. wife who were all 
that lived in the houfe with her^ and will confidently 
a(rert (for they carefully obferved) that they do not 
believe (he ever took any thing in thofe ten weeks 
time, nor any thing more all the year following but 
what was above-mentioned : wherein I think they 

may 
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may the rather be credited, becaufe there was never 
anyadvantage made of this wonder, which argues 
it clear of all juggle or defign. 

12. Concerning the death of women, we have 
two as remarkable examples, as any perhaps to be 
met with inHiftory,both of them being confirmati- 
ons of what Pliny fays of them, that they much more 
frequently revive after they have been reputed dead, 
then males do, whence doubtlefs alfo the Proverb, 
mulieri nc credas, ne mortuoe quidem. Of which 
recoveries of the female fex rather then the male, 
the fame Pliny oflFers us a natural reafon, but I think 
fit to wave it, efpecially fince the revivifcence of 
Anne Green, innocently condemned to die, and 
executed at* Oxford for the murder of en abortive 
Infant, is rather afcribed to the Juftice of Heaven, 
than to the ftrength or other conveniencits of natinre 
for fuch purpofe in woman rather than man, though 
it muft alfo be allowed, that God Himfelf makes 
ufe many times of natural means in produ£tion of 
the moft wonderful, moil amazing ejflFe6ts. The 
Hiftory whereof, as it is taken out of a Chronicle of 
the late Civil Wars, by James Heath Gentleman, 
and the continuation oi the Hiftory of the World, 
by Dionyfius Petavius, with fome few additions and 
alterations, take as followeth. 

13. In the year 1650, this Anne Green, being a 
Servant-maid of the Right Worftiipful Sir Thomas 
Read of Duns Tew in Oxfordfliire, was gotten with 
child by fome fervant, or other of the family (as fhe 
conftantly affirmed when (he had little reafon to lye) 
& through over- working herfelf in turning of malt, 
fell in travel about the fourth month of her time : 
But being but a young wench, and not knowing 
what the matter might be, repair* to the ho ufe of 
eafemcnt, where after fome ftraining, the childjffcarce 
^boveafpan long, of what fex not to be diftinguilh'd) 

fell 
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- fell fiom her unawares. Now prefently after, thdfe^ 
• appearing figns of fome fuch matter in the linen 
where fhe lay, and Ihe before having confeft, that 
flie had been guilty, of what might occafion her be- 
: ing with child, a fcarch inftantly was made, and the 
. Infant found on the the top of the orduTe. 

14. Whereupon, within three days after her de*' 
hvery, fhe was ct)nveyed to the Gaftle at Oxford, 
where forthwith (an Affize being purchafed on pur- 

; pofe) fhe was arraigned before Serjeant Umpton 
♦Croke, then living but at Marfton, who fat as Judge 

-. b]t a Commiffion of Oyer and Terminer, and by 
him fentenced to be hanged; which was accordingly 
executed en the fourteenth of December in tte 
Cafllc-yard, where fhe hung about half an hour, . 
being pulled by the legs, & flruck on the breafl (as 
flie herfelf defired) by divers of her. friends ; & af- 
ter all, had federal ftrokes given her ontheflomach 
with the but-end of a Soldiers- Mufket. Being cut 
down, fhe was put into a. coffin, -and brought away 
to a houfe to be diflefted, where when they opened 
it, notwithflanding the rope flill remained uirioofed,. 
& flraight about her neck, they perceived her breaft 
to rife ; whereupon one Mafon a Taylor, intending 
only an aft.of charity,, fet his foot upon her. breaft 
and belly ; & as fome fay,. one Orum a Soldier flruck 

. her again with the but-end of his mufket. 

15. Notwithflanding all which, when the learn- 
ed and ingenious. Sir William Petty, then Anatomy 
ProfelTor of the Univerfity, Dr. Wfllis, & Dr. Cla»k 
now Prefident of Magdalen College,& Vice-Chancel- 
lor of the Univerfity, came to prepare the body for 
diffe<9.ion, they perceived fome fmall ratling in her 
throat; hereupon defifling from their former purpofe,. 
they prefently ufed means for her recovery, by open- 
ing a vein, laying her in a warm bed, and caufmg 
another to go into bpd to her ; siMo ufing divers re- 
medies 
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tnedles refpeft'ng her fenfeleflhefs, head, throat, 
and Bread, infomuch that w thin 14 hours, (l^.e be- 
gan to fpeak, and the next day talked and prayed 

very heartily. 

16. During the time of this Her recovering, the 

officers concerned in her -execution, would needs 

have had her away again to have compleated it on 

her : but by the mediation of the worthy Do£lors, 

and fome other Friends, with t^e then Governor of 

(he City, Colonel Kelfey, there was a guard fet up- 

t)n her to hinder all further dift-irbance, till he had 

-fued out her pardon from the Powers then in being; 

thoufands of people in the iT3,ean time coming to fee 

her, and magnifying the ju(t Providence of God in 

fhus aflerting her mnocency of murder. 

17. After fome time Pr. Petty hearing fhe had 
difcoirrfed with thofe abput her, and fufpe£ling that 
the women might fuggeft unto her to relate fomcthing 
of ftrange vilions and apparitions file had feen, dur- 
ing the time flie feerricd to be dead (which they al- 
ready had begun to'do^ telling about that fhe faid, fhe 
had been in a fine green meadow, having a River 
running round it, and that all things there glittered 
like filveraiid gold) he caufed all to depart the room 
•but the Gentlemen of the Faculty, who were to have 
ieen at the diiFeftion, and afked her concerning hex 
fenfe & apprehenfions during the time fhe was hanged. 
• 18. To which Ihe anfwercd at firfl fome what im- 
'pcrtinently, talking as if fhe had been then to fufFci:. 
'And when they fpake unto her concerning her mi- 
raculous deliverance, fhe aiifwered, that Ihe hoped 
God would give her patience, and the like : After- 
ward, when fhe was better recovered, (he afErmeiJ, 
that fhe lieither remembered how the fetters were 
JcnockedofF, how fhe went out of the Pr fon ; when 
fhe was turned off the ladder, wliether any Pfalm 

W5tf 
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was fling or not, nor was (he fenfible of any ^ins 
that Hie could remember : what is moft obfervablc 
is, that (he came to herfelf as if fhe had awakened 
out of a flecp, not recovering the ufe of her fpeech 
by (low degrees, but in a manner all together, begm- 
liing to fpeak juft where fhe left off on the gallowf, 
19. Being thusat length perfeftly recovered, after 
thanks given to God, & the perfons inftrumental in 
it, fhe retired into the Country to her friends at 
Steeple- Barton, where fhe was afterwards married, 
and lived in good repute amongft her Neighbours, 
having three Children afterwards, and not dying as* 
I am informed till the year 1 659: Which occurrence 
beingthought worthyof remembrance by the Author 
of the continuation of the Hiflory of the World, by 
Dionyfius Petavius, who efleemed it no lefs then the 
finger of God pointing out the Maids innocency ; 
and by Mr. Heath, who thought fit to tranfmit it 
to pofterity for Gods glory, and mans caution in 
judging and punifhing. It would have been a great 
omiffion in me to have pafTed it by untouched. 

20, Not long after, i^/z. in the year 1658. Elizabeth 
the fervant of one Mrs. Cope of Magdalen Parifh 
Oxon, was indifled at the City Seflions for killing 
her baftard child, and putting it in the houfe of of- 
fice ; of which being convifted, fhe was condemned 
to die, and accordingly. was hanged at green-ditch, 
the place appointed for the execution of the City 
malefaftors, where fhe hung fo long, that one of 
;the by-ftanders fcrupled not to fay, if fhe were not 
dead, he would be hanged for her : hereupon being 
cut down (the gallows being very high) fhe fell with 
fuch violence on the ground, that it would have been 
cnouph to have been the death of many another per- 
fon, only ^.o have had fuch a fali. Eein^ thus cut 
dov.n^ t:ie whs put into a coinji and broi.glit <o the 

Gi^OigC 
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George Inn in Magdden Parift aforefaid, which 
when opened, they found perfeft life in her, as in 
the former : whereupon breathing a vein, and putting 
her to bed with another young wench by her, (he 
came quickly toherfelf, and might no queftion have 
lived alfo many years after ; but having no friends 
to appear for her, Ihe was barbaroufly dragg'd the 
night following by the order of one Mallory then 
one of the BayliiFs of the City, to Gloucefter-green, 
and fliere drawn up over one of the arms of the 
Trees, and harig'd a fecond tiixie till (he was dead. 

21. After what concerns women foli tar ily confi- 
der'd, who according to the courtefy of England^ 
have always the firft place, come we next to treat of 
things unufual that concern women and men jointly 
together ; amongft which I think we may reckon 
many ancient Cuftoms ftill retained here, abolifh'd 
and quite loft in moft other Counties : fuch as that 
of Running at the Quinten, Quintain, or Quintcl, 
fo called lirom the Xatin (Quintus) becaufe fays 
Minflieu, it was one of the Ancient Sports ufed 
every fifth year amongft the Olympian games, ufed 
Dn the fifth or laft day of the Olympicks, How the 
.nanner of it was then I do-not find, but now it is thus. 

22. They firft feta Poft perpendicularly into the 

ground, and then place aflender piece of Timber on 

the top of it on a fpindle, with a board nailed to it 

on one end, and a bag of fand hanging at the other ; 

igainftthis board they anciently rode with fpears;now 

IS 1 faw it at Deddin gton in this County, only with 

Irqng ftaves, which violently bringing about the bag 

)f fand, if they make not^good fpeed away it ftrikes 

hem in the neck or ihcHilders, and fometimes pcr- 

laps knocks them from their horfes ; the great defign 

)f the fport being to try the agility both of borfe & 

nan,. and to break the board, which whoever does^ 

s" ibr that time accounted Princeps Juventutis* 

D The 



( 58 ) 

The Story of Orpheus, and Eurydics, 

Tranjlated from VirglVs ^Xh. Georgic: cGmmencwg with 
the Anjwer of Froteus to the Shepherd Arijiaeus^ 
who went to enquire the Caufe of his prejent cala^ 
milies* 

TH E prefenf Ills the wrathful Gods defpenfe, 
A fmall atonement for thy great offence : 
Sad Orpheus, by thy guilt unhappy made, 
Nowi loads with curfes thy devoted head. 
And, if the Fates permit, entails through life 
An ampler vengeance for his ravifli'd v/ifc. 
The youthful Bride, ill-fated ! from jfhce flew. 
And took the path which bythe river'drcw. 
Nor faw the monfter Terpent in* her way. 
That kept the. banks, and in.the*.fedges lay. 
But all her Sifter-Dryads mourn'd her fate. 
And lofty mountains the'fad notes repeat; » 
The Thracian hills, the land of Rhefus moan, 
Hebrus and Athens anfwer groan for groan. 
But Orpheus on- the lonely ftiore reclin'd ; 
.His^plaintive wild-harp footh'd his loye-fick mind ; 
Thy charms, fweet Bride, alone employed his tongue. 
Thou w^rt. his jnorning theme, and thou his even- 
Jug, fong! 
Even-heirs dire paffage too he dar'd to prove, 
An4 the dark horrors of the gloomy grove ; 
Appjwch'd the Infernal Powers, nor fear *d to go' 
To the grjjn Monarch of the (hades below ; 
Thofe minds,inflex&le to human woe. 
From heirs deep Caves- unbodied fhd^dows throng,^ 
And gliding fpefires^o attend his fong: 
ThicS as the iiocking birds to forrefts fly. 
When driv n by cv'ning or a lowVing (ky : 
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Men, matrons, maids, with* equal hafte aivanc©> 
And Yportive children round the Poet dance -, 
Herods that fcorn'd a fleeting life to prize, 
And youths entomb'd before their parents' eyes. 
Round thefe his niuddy waves Cocytus' leads, 
Whofe difmal banks are fring'd witli filthy reeds; 
The baleful lake with fluggilh waters bounds, 
And nine times winding Styx the horrid realm fur- 
rounds. 
Th' infernal manfions heard the pleadng founds 
And all their caverns the fweet notes rebound ; 
Profoundeft Tartarus with the fong was charm'd^ 
The fnakey Furies of their rage difarm'd. 
And gaping Gerbenis ceas'd his triple roar. 
And Ixion turns his whirling Orb no more. 

And now returning, all the dangers part, 
H.s Tov'd Eurydlce reftor'd at lad ; 
He firfl, fhc following, fought the light-of heaven : 
(For fuch the law that Proferpine had given) 
When fudden frenzy feiz'd the lover's mind, 
A fault indeed that might forgivenefs find. 
If hell knew pity, or could once be kind : 
Juftas-the glimmering of the light he faw, 
O'ercom.e by love, alas ! nor m'mdful of the law. 
On his dear Bride a backward look he caft. 
And all his hopes were in a moment paft. 
Three groans proclaim'd the broken terms around. 
And the flow rivers roll'd through Erebus the found. 
*Who, or what frenzy hath undone, faid fhe, 
*0 Orpheus 1 both thy fell and wretched me ? 
*Now me the cruel Fates to realms of night, 
'Remand, and flumbers clofe my fwimming fight.' 
*And now farev/ell: drag'd back to yonder ftiore, 
'And with thick ihades of darknefs comp 
*I Itrvtch ihcfc hands to thee, ah, thine 
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She faid, and inftant vanifh'd from his eyes. 
Like fmoke dlflblving in the breezy (kies ; 
Nor faw him more ; what vain efforts he made 
To fpeak, to call, to grafp the fleeting (hade : 
Nor more would Charon fuflfer him to take 
His pafTage 'crofs the intervening lake^ 
What fliould he do ? where turn him? twice his love 
Was fnatch'd away, nor could he hope to move, 
With prayers or tears th* infernal powers ; his bride 
Now a cold fhade, was on the Stygian Tide. 
For fcvcn continued months 'tis faid he lay, 
' And mourn'd his fad misfortimes night and day. 
Beneath a rock by Strymon's defert waves ; ^ 

Or fung his forrows in the frigid caves ; 
Hard oaks came dancing to the tuneful fong. 
And foft'ned tygers round the Poet throng. 
So Phllcmel, beneath a poplar (liade, 
Mourns her loft young-ones from the neft convey'd 
By fome rough clown, ere yet prepared for ffighf ; 
But fhe, fad fongfter, wails throughout the night j 
Perch 'd on a bough renews her doleful ftrains. 
And fills with fad complaints the woods and plains. 
No loves, no nuptial rites hl$ paffion mov'd : 
0*er Hyperborean Ice alone he rov*d. 
The frozen ftreams of fnowy Tanais crofs'd, 
And fields that ever know Riphoean froft j 
Still did of loft Eurydice complain. 
And Pluto's gift, alas ! bcftow'd in vain. 
The Thracian matrons, with the youth difpleas'd 
For flighted nuptial rites, w ith fury feiz'd 
'Mid their noflurnal Orgies, him they tore, 
And ftrew'd his mangled limbs about the fhore. 
Even when his head from his fair neck was torn. 
And down the middle tide of Hebrus borne. 
With his laft breath his haplefs bride he nam*d,' 
The voice itfclf Eurydice proclaimed, 

Eudyrice, 
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^'Eudyrice'' the tongue now fliivering fried ; 
The banks along the ftreaai *<Eurydice* replied. 
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THE SICK LION. 
A Fable. 

<i^-pjIE Lion's fick ;" the dread report 

X Soon flies like lightning round the court •' 
Fame fpreads the tidings o'er the nation^ 
And all was far and confternation. 
The crow'd repeat th* opinion over, 
*<Tis faid he never can recover." 

Now hafte the greater and the leflef 
To pay their court to his fucceflbr : 
Beafts of air principles and parts. 
With eager hopes and felfifli hearts. 
Forget their loyalty, and run 
To bow before the rifing fun. 

The council fitting at the helm 
Convcn'd th' aflembiy of the realm : 
The ftatejy Bull, a faithful fervant. 
In his attachment true and fervent. 
That long had ably ferv'd the ftate, 
Prefided jn the grand debate. 

That noble animal the Horse, 
With gcn'rous pride, refiftleft force, 
AThe young in vice, and young in years) 
Supremely ihone above his peers. 
His fhoulders had upheld the ftate, 
Wfacn others funk beneath the weight ; 
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But tho' its honors he mainta'n'd, 
Its gilded trappings were dlfdain'd. 
Above fhc reach of fordid views^ 
vHc fcorn'd the tricks thai courtiers ufe ; 
Yet, pointed out by puHio voire, 
His merit won the th'.* Lion's choice, 
And ferv'd to place him wlure he ffood^ 
To bbour fiH the pt?b!ic gcoc*. 

Th* affembly met, their grief cxprefs, 
(I., fuch a caufewhat ceuld they lefs) 
And jointly their refolves declare. 
To compliment the roy^i h^,ry 
And, till the Lion wms rcftor'd, 
Appoint him for the ruling krd. 

All who their king and country loV*dy 
The loyal and the wife>approv'd ; 
But guided by a mad ambition. 
Some recreant beafls of low condition, 
And hateful in the public view. 
Thought other mcafurcs to pLrfue : 
And raife themfelves to pow'r and place. 
In fpite of odium and difgrace. 

For this before, with artful care. 
They drove to gain the Prince's ear> 
And lur'd him with inceffant wiles 
To live on pleafure's dang'rous fmiles ; 
Eilrang'd from all the good and wife. 
And lower'd in the nation's eyes. 

'Motigft thefe the crafty Fox was firft. 
Who ev'ry bond of faith had burft ; 
Form'd clofe conn'exions fought him friends. 
And us'd them for his private end$- 
ISor fatisfy'd with depredations 
Among his neighbours and relations, 
(When oft to gain himfclf a dinner, 
He made the lambs and poultry thinaer) 
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He long'd to fule above the flock. 
And fatten on* the public ftoc k. 
He therefore ftatter'd, cring'd, andbow'd, 
And paid his homage to the croud. 
And rofe to pow'r ; but f )on difgrace 
O'ertook him, and he loft hs place. 
E cr finceopprefs'd with difcontenty 
He fought ovxafion for its vent, 
And rail'd at all who dar'd make knowa 
Opinions d'fF'rent from his own. 
The Ape was next, of all the train 

A beaft the moft un wifely vain ; 
Expert at flatting all capnces. 
And imitating other's vices. 

Of b!rth obfcure, his narrow means 

Forc'd him to hide behind the fccnes ; 
There ihow his talents and his parts. 

And pra£l:fe all his mimic arts. 

Fond of the praife his tricks obtain'd, 

H s ardor could no more be reined ; 

Rcfolv ng to expend his rage 

Againft the court, and leave the ftage^ 

Commence a patriot, courtiers blaming. 

And mend 'his fortune by declaiming. 
The fpotted LHOi'A'>Li nex^ was found, 

A learned beaft, ^^ ikill pr-^iound ; 

Sublime and beau f if l lie ipoke, 

Whene'er his thoughts iccp. I'd a clokc ; 

And prov'd as cVr^r as duy ^roni ni^at, 

Tl'at right was wono;, ai-J wioii;^ was rght, 

A*" court he fcldom wculd opp. m-^ 

E.-c-'ept when ini'irll: drew hnn there: 

He loving, by his own remark^ 

A phajont proJfeB in a paik. 

Such were the leaders of th<? band^ 

Who their own exultation plan'd , 

• And 



And many more combined their force^ 
To thy^art the counrd of the Hor3e> 
In hopes to'ftiare the fplendid fpoil, 
If they his proieds could but foil. 

Soon as they hear'd th* intended plan^ 
A murmur thro' the party ran ; • 
The whole aTembly was dividedj 
And argu*d as occalion guided. 

The Fox uprifing in his Place, 
Spoke his opinion of the cafe. 
**What need/*'faid'he, "of long debate, 
In this dilemma of the ftate ? 
The leaft refleftion fure evinces 
The regal povf'r is now the Prince's ; 
TiS h:s by an inherent right y 
And fettled in our own defpite. 
Our laws our^maxims this declare, 
When fails the fire to crown the heir ; 
No matter whether/riJ or dead, 
Inv-apabl^ to rule as head ; 
The heir by right of due fucceflion 
Dire<aiy entert on pofleflion. 
7 hen let him reign, and guide the whole, 
Without rejiritiion or controul ; 
And we his fervants who obey 
Shall feel th' advantage of his fway." 

Now fierce contentions twixt them rofe, 
Some join the Fox, and fome oppofe j 
But all who lov'd the Lion, ftand 
A phalanx ftrong, a loyal band, 
Unmov'd, and ftedfaft to maintain 
H'.s royal rights, and guard his reign. 
Thus while both fides exert their ftrength, 
And oppofition goes its length, 
A fudden fliout was heard on high, 
A fhout that feem'd to rend the flcy : 

<*Tho 
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'* The Lion, our lamented lord, 
^^* Again to blefs us is rellor'd, " 
* Fir'd at the found, with loud acclaim 

Each loyal tongue repeats the name ; 

The crell-faH'n party fneak away. 

And hide them from the face of day. 



BANBURY:! 

May 30th, 1789/ 
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A RECEIPT. 



To PORM A MODERN FINE LaDY. . 

YOU fnuft firft, my fair pupil, refign all pretence 
To thofe old-fafliion*d beauties — Difcretito 
and Senfc ; * 

Let your converfe be fuch as was once thought unfit. 
And you'll foon be accounted polite, and a wit. 
When by thofe of inferior rank you're addrefs'd, 
By a tof *rf your head be your breeding exprefs'd : 
Or if you would add to their fhame and difgrace, ». 
Firft turn up your nofe, and then laugh in their face. 
If twenty admirers (hould after you run. 
Coquette with them all, but be conftant to none : 
For, believe me you ne'er can bethought ofthetoh. 
If your fmiles you beftow on one lover alone. 
Make a jeft, my dear Sophia, of all that is grave ; 
For who, but a parfon, a fool, or a knave. 
Would ever be ferious — 'Tis quite unpolite 
For fine Ladies to think : let thofe who delight . 
In fober refleftion, and ftudy, purfue 
Their fav rite plan — 'twould be monftrous in you. 

But, 



lit, whenever you wifh a dull hour to till, 
You may read new romances, or Hbyle, if you wiltr* 
Since none to politencfs can ever pretend, 
Who play not at cards : your very bed friend 
Would fear to acknowledge, that even (lie knew 
A creature (b void of politenefs as you. 
AsEnglifli is-chatter'd by each country wench 
You mull learn, by all means^that ftveet language^ 

the French. 
Ifyou wifh like a Chriftian to walk, or to dance^ 
Apply to Monfieur de la Caper from France ;- 
He'll teach you to hop a-la-mode de Paris: 
Let your head-drefsbenoiodeirdby monfieur Toupee^ 
For Englifti frizeiirs can de nothing aright, 

They'd make e'en the lovely Mifs a fright. 

But Monfieur Toupee, or Monfieur a la FHz, 
A beauty can make of the homelieft phyz. 
Where nature no rofes or 1:1 xs beftows, 
Kind art will fupply both the hly and rofc ; 
And what is now pra6lis*d by each modern dame^. 
Can hardly be thought or a fin or a (hame.. 
Then let pallid beauty to Civet's repair, 
Who fells what wilFmake her both blooming & fair^ 
There, too, if fhepleafds, the charmer may buy • 
perfumes which e'en thofe of Arabia outvie : 
All thefe, my dear Sophia, fiail not to procure 
What mortal a nymph void of fweets can endure ! 
Your Drefs (fince Lunardi has flown ta'ardsthe moon) 
Mtift in every part bear the name of Balloon ; 
Tho', perhaps, it no greater refcmblance may. wear. 
Then a horfe to an cgg-fhell, or you to a bear. 

But,., hold lam hurrying, out of my fphere : 

And fhalt therefore conclude with'rcqueftlng, my dear. 
You would'carefuUy follow each rule laid before you \ 
Then, tho* brutes may defpifc, every beau will adore 

youi 

Eugenic. 

THS 
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T H E 

^ G R E E A B X E SURPRl^£ 

A PASTORAL., 

TT* ENEATH an hnwth-rn I was laid, > 
A enjoy its cool and fragrant laade. 
My eye-lids i los'd in C^-p ; 

Daljnda chanc'd that way to rove 

Dalinda, queen of yonder grove, * 
Led hy her wandring (ktcp. 

3Vlajeftic graceful in her g^:t. 

Her eyes furpafs the floe ; 
Her teeth are form'd of ivory, 
Bcr cheeks the rofe-bud's fweets outvie. 

Complexion made of fnow. 

3- Contentment fits upon hexTace, 

^^ Xr ui'' ^''?'* ''^^"^^ ^^^^w's a grace, 
.. y ^ Wo<5ming excelJence : 
Meeknefs refides within her breaft. 
Hope lulls each rifing care to rtti^ 
Secuje in innocence, 

4. Humbly addr'd by ev'ry fwai^j. 
The pride, the glory of the plain, 

bhe charms where'er flie moves : 
A thoufand playful cupids reign 
Around the fair, and in her train. 

The graces, fbiiles, and loves* 

5- Led by hcf Hock, in happy hour 
i he ciiaraiing maid appxoijch'd the bowV, 

With 
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With foft and filent tread ; 
Srrpriz'd that here a fhepher'd lay. 
She turn'd her fteps another way. 

To feek a lonelier Ihade, 

6. When buzzing round about her ear 
She faw a gold-wing'd wafp appear. 

In fearch of food aftray ; 
Upon my cheek his feet he plac'd 
A draught of human blood to tafte^ 

While I in flumber lay. 

7. The maid perceiv'fl what lie defign'd. 
And urg d by a compaffionate mind, 

With hafte approachd the, place ; 
But in her hurry to prevent, 
And overthrow the dire intent. 

She flightly touch'd my face. 

« 

8. Loft in a pleafing dreamj methoug^t 
Dalinda's fav ring ear I fought. 

Who liften'd while I woo'd ; 
Awaken'd by the kind furprize, 
I ftarted up, before my eyes 

The living image flood. 

9. When foringing forward in my zrms 
I clafo'd the lair, in all her charms^ 

Enraptur'd with my bKfs 2 
And on her lovely pouting lips. 
Sweet as the bee, the honey fips. 

Imprefs'd an eager kifs. 

10. She trembled, blufli*a,and hung her head, 
\ charming fmile her face o erfprcad. 

My pardon there exprefs'd ; 
( feiz d tbe.momeAti and I fped. 

The 
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The fair confents with me to wedj 
i>ure never fwain fo bleft ! 
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To THE Editor of the Banbury Mis4^Et- 

LANY. 

Sir, 

J^you think fhefolhwing lines worthy a place 
in your Mijcellany^ yaur injerting them will much 
oblige, 

Tour Humble Servant, 
Banbury^ 1 
^uneioth ijSg. f C. S. G. 

On the happy restoration of hi» Ma- 
jesty's Health. 

Tune "Rule Britannia". 

WHile Royal George enjoys the crown. 
How bleft, how happy britons are : 
For liberty fupports, fupports his throne. 
And conftitutes his darling care. 

CHORUS. 

Royal George's and Charlotte's gentle fwc^. 
Each true born briton Jhall obey. 

But when beneath affliaion's hand. 

Our much loy'd fov'relgn hung hi« head. 

What fears o'erwhelm'd, overwhelm 'd thedroopln^r 
land; ^ "^ 

Unnumber'd tears Britannia flied. 

iioyal George's (Jc. 

'fi Perdition 



( so ) 

Perdition catch the Men who fought 

To affume a power not their own : 
By intereft led, with proud ambition fraughtj 

In vain they ftrove to fhake the throne. 

Royal George's lie. 

Whilft here on earth they hold their courfe, 

.Dlfgrace (hall all their fteps attend ; 
They fhall with (hame, with (hame&deeprcmorfi^ 

Uripitiod to the Grave defcend. 

Roval George's l^c, 

Stit hail the great, tne glorious men. 

Their Praife let every Briton fing. 
Who did their dear, their deareft rights defencly 

And fav'd their country and their king! 

Royal George*s (Jc. * 

Their patriot conduit, free from blame, 

Adopted for the nobleft end ; 
With honour crown'd, crown*d with immortalfame^ 

To after ages (hall defcend. - 

tttoyal George's t^c. 

All praife to his Almighty Name, 

Let every loyal briton fmg ? 
Who did renew, renew life's lambjent.flame^ 

Tp health reftor'd our gracious king, 

Royai George's ifc* 

Long reign the matchlefs, royal pair, 

A terror to each hoftile fliore ; 
And Britain flill be heaven's peculiar carCf 

Till time and nature arc no more. 

Royal George* s and Charlotte's gentle Jw^p 
Each true bom briton fhall obey. 

C. f^t^xi 
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New Enigmas y to beAnfwered in the Second Numhef 
df this Mijcellany. 

N. B. The bejl <JeneraI Poetical Avfwers to the 
Enigmasy Rebufes, and Charades^ ivill be entitled to a 
chance y by loty of two Prizes ofb Mijcellanies. 

I. Enigma, BY A Gentleman OF Banbury 

TELL me, what am I, ladles fair } 
My form approaches to a f(^uarci 
I am no animal, and yet 
I want not either head or feet, . 
Or fides, or belly, which is oft 
A little hard, tho' fometimes foft* 
In richeft drefs I oft appear; 
Yet fometimes fcarcely ought to wear^ 
I'm lov'd fo much by great and fmall. 
That I have vifits from them all : 
S<ime quite alone on mo attend, t^ 
While others do it with a friend ; 
One friend, I mean, for it's well known 
Few like it well with more than one^ 
Such, ladies fair, my happy cafe is. 
That you are fond of my embraces \ 
And tho' we often part, yet ftlll 
It's often fore againft your will ; 
And if long abfent, Ol what pain 
You feel, till in my arms again. 



L 



2. Enigma, BY TH15 SAME. 

• » 

IKE adifciplln'd band, in arder' we ftand. 
While .we wait the approach of a fgc, 

E 2 * Who 
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Who feldom does fail, when he dfoes us affail. 

Our ranks in confufion to throw. 
But then we're not beat, at fo defp'ratc a rate, 

As to think of engaging no more ; 
But all hands amain, we rally again. 

And in order appear as before. 
On this the fame foe, repeateth his blow^ 

And again puts us in a bad plight ^ 
And thus we have known, the fight carried 05j| 

Sometimes from the morning till night. 
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3. Enigma, by H ■■ ■ 

I'M rough, I'm fmooth, I'm high, I'm low^j 
To man a friend, to man a foe : 
Without me life he can't maintain. 
And yet I often prove his bane. 

I'm never ftili, but always moving ; 
I'm never fix'd, but always roving. 
From whence I come no mortals knoW, 
Nor can they tell you where I go ; 
But wherefoe'er I pafs my time, 
I fuit my nature to the clime. 
As any bull I fometimes rave. 
Sometimes I'm filent as the grave; 
With fwifteft fpeed I fometimes fly. 
Sometimes I pafs you gently by : 
The fair my favours often lack, 
Yet on me often turn their back* 
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4. Enigma, by the same. 

I'VE but one leg, yet often more apace. 
But am by no means fit to run a race. 

Having 
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Having fio tongue, nor mouth, I am quite dumb^ 

But tho' I have no voice I fometimes hum. 

I have no fingers, yet I often fpin ; 

Am oft chaftis'd, tho I commit no fm. 

I'm of no party, yet I often turn, 

I'm often beat, but ne'er wnth anger burn j 

When agitated moft, I pleafe you beft, 

And when I foundeft fleep, am lead at reft. 



5. Enigma by the same, 

GENTS, you, no doubt, will foon declare 
My name, fmce I am oft your care j 
Yet would I fain delude your eyes, 
By thus appearing in difguife. 
I'm neither metal, wood, nor ftone, 
Nor am I herb, or fleih, or bone ; 
Yet join'd to one of thefe, I grow 
As flefli and vegetables do : 
Nor can you guefs, when all is done, 
What length enormous I fhould run^ 
Were I permitted without feftion 
To follow nature's wife direftion. 
Fair ladies, always I attend jrou. 
And ne'er am backward to befriend you ; 
Yet, — ftrange it certainly will found — 
From your fair hands IVe many a woun4 1 
But juftice forces me to fay. 
You give them not in vengeful way% 

Tho' naturally hard and tough, 
Infipld to the tafte enough. 
Yet fome fo fond of me are grown 
That they oft gnaw me like a bone; 
Indeed, to fpeak the real cafe, 
I 3fn both ufeful and a grace« 
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When little creatures vex and teaze yoli, 
Apply me right and I (hall eafe you. 

Some, when their enemies annoy them^ 
My aid make ufe of to deflroy them : 
Not mine alone ; for I have kin 
With whom in fuch a cafe I join : 
Indeed iVe' relatives in ftore, 
Yes ; let me fee ; aim oft a fcore ; 
Who, fmce 'twas firft ordained fo, 
Dwell fome above, and fome below. 

*'Now lovely nymphs and happy fwains. 
Who dwell near Charwell's fertile plainSj^ 
Remove, with favour, thisdifguife : 
And you will doubtlefs win the prize." 

6. Enigma, by P. R. 

WITHIN a difmal dark and gloomy den, 
Abhorr'd by beafts & (hun'd by careful men^ 
An old Magician, ftrong andfubtle, reigns ; 
And all the neigh b*ring peafants own his chains : 
Attendant imps, devoted to his will, 
Prepare his fpdls, and his defigns fulfil. 
The emblematic fymbols of their art 
Adorn the walls, profufe in every part \ 
And fcatter'd on the floor,thrown carelefsby, 
Circles, half-circles, fquares and fextants lie. 
Here flavifli wretches magick rings obtain 
To keep from prowling beafts the tender grain ; 
Or hafte for fuccour, in a lucklefs day, 
When force or guile has torn their ftrength away. 
From hence there oft proceeds a mingled roar, 
Like rolling furges dalhing 'gainft the ftiore ; 
Strait from the cavern moving columns rife. 
Mount. high in air, and cleave the vaulted Ikies: 

Loud 
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Loud growling founds and burfting groans fucceed. 

As if from multitudes ordain'd to bleed. 

The lufty crew, with frantic fury fill'd. 

Snatch flaming brands, & murd'rous weapons wield ; 

From fmoking altars, pondrous fliields they reach, 

Midft fpreading fire, each (lands opposed to each* 

The ftartled travler, lift'ning from afar, 
- Hears the loud tumult of the furious war ; 

And from the clangor of the horrid din, 

Perceives that the detefted rites begin : 

Then pKcs his fteed, in hopes to fliun the crew, 
' Who from the ftranger claim a tribute due. 

Or if compeird by adverfe fate to flay 

Unwillingly, fpeftator of the fray, 
• He afterwards accelerates his pace. 

And flies with greater fpeed the direful place. 

But chief a monfter of unfeemly form, 
Rides in the whirlwind and diredls the florra ; 
And flirs them up. by his feditious breath. 
Still to prepare tne inftruments of death. 
This his employ, and this he loves the beft. 
To flecl to foft impreffions ev'rygueft: 
All who' imb:be his temper, in a trice 
Depart more hardened and improved in vice. 
Should one, whofe ftubborn heart at length gives way * 
Return again upon a future day, 
He (lorms, he roars, and rifing in his ire. 
Like fubterraneous Etna, belches fire ; 
The old Magician and his fons appear. 
Their tortures ufe, and ev'ry member tear. 
Till from their hands efcap'd, fo difF'rent grown, 
To former frieiads tho fufF'rer's hardly known. 
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REBUSES. 

1. Rebus, by Mercutio. 

THE initials exchange of a peft, and an ill 
Which poor mortals full often attends ; 
And two names you will have— fplks may fay what 
they will, 
But the owners can never be friends. 
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2. Rebus, by W. Rusher* 

CATO and Ghloe properly combined. 
Will name you fome thing which I often find 
Upon a table, when from fchool I rovt . 
Which you, as well as I, may doubtlefs love. 



3. Rebus, BY Mr. W. Hollanp. 

TO nothing add ten >with three-fifths of two fcore> 
And let them be join'd by five hundred more i 
Thefe, rightly combined, will give you the name 
Of a city, not leaft in the aunals of fame. 



CHARADES. 
I. Charade, by H ■ ■ 
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WHEN thmgs are hurt my frjl take« place. 
My next kills many of our race : 
My whole you'll fee in every book. 
As foon as into it you loojk. 



^ 
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2. Charade, by J. Rusher, Charlburv^ 

AT myfirft the keen lawyers explore their dark 
fcience, . 

With my fecund at heart tea times more then their 

clients: , . j 

A good whole in hats, gloves, ribbons, cloths, drugs, 

or tea, . 

You may have, if you pleafe, by applymg to m^. 
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3. Charade, by H-- 

MY firji denotes what is not near, 
lAy fecond ^zuAs for what you pleafe : 
My whole tho* found in large accounts 
Is yet dlfcharg'd with perfeA eafe. 

ANfwersto the foregoing Enigmas, Rebufes, ari3 
Charades, muft be fent to the Publilher's free 
of expence, before the 20th of October, as muft 
all new compofitions — ^That the Ekiitor may have 
proper time to examine them, and place them in 
order for publication in the fucceeding number, 
which is intended to be ready for delivery on the firft 
of January 1790, 
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An Account of the number of Baptifmsand Burials 
in the Parifli of Banbury, for ten years laft paft, 
ending with the 31 December, 1788. 

N. B. The Burials of the Diflenters arc here in* 
clud«d, but not t^e jgaptifms. 

Yeak 
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Baptisms,. 


Burials:.* 


1779- 


' 98. 


I29r 


1780, 


no. 


Il2r 


I781. 


92. 


65. 


1782. 


95. 


64. 


1783- 


102. 


72, 


1784. 


lOJ, 


80, 


1785. 


109, 


104. 


1786, 


112. 


94. 


1787. 


I20,- 


95- 


1788* 


94- 


103* 



1033. 918. 



If an allowance be made and added to the above 
Births, for the children^ of Diflenters of differenf 
denominations, of which there are many families 
refiding in this Parifti, a confiderable majority will ' 
be found in the number of the Births. 

That our readers may form an idea of the pro- 
greflive increafe of population in this Pariih, we 
have here added an account of the number of Bap- 
tifms and Burials for the ten correfponding years in 

the LAST CENTURY, VIZ, 



Years, Baptisms* BuRiAL5r 

,1679. 50. 53. 

i68o, 76* 47. 

1681. 67. 54^ 

1682, 66. 85. 

1 68 J. 83. 61. 

1 684V 



C ^9 > 



^684. 
1685. 
1686. 
■1687. 
J 688. 



«8. 


62. 


56. 


56. 


€2. 


64. 


71- 


51- 


70. 


42. 


£69. 


575- 



A lift of the Vicars of Banbury for the fpace 
of two hundred years, as near as we can at prefent 
jafcertain. 

1600. The reverend Ralph Houghton, M. A. 
who Is fuppofed to have been Vicar for fe- 
veral years preceding this period. During 
this perfon*s miniftry, the large bell was 
new caft and added to the peal. 

J1609. The reverend W. Wheatly , B. D. A 
quarto volume of fermons of his, are ftill 
extant. Some further account of the life of 
this learned tninifter is intended to be 
given in a future number 

1639. The reverend John Howes, M. A. 

X641. The reverend Samuel Wells, M. A. was 
th's year indufted into the vicarage. 

(1653. William Allen, MInifter. 

J654. Nathaniel Wheatly, M.nifter. 

We find the names of the two preceding 
perfons as Mtnijlers, but we rather fup-^ 
pofe they were not Vicars,) 

^665. The reverend Thomas Matthew, M. A* 
Vicar. 

5(1670. Richard White, Minifter.} 

170?. 
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1705. The reverend Benjamin Loving. 

1 71&, The reverend William Afplin 

173.J. The reverend Jofeph Gerard 

1730. The reverend John.Wardle 

•1758. The reverend Matthew Lamb, M. A. 

(And in 1773 Dodor in Divinity) 
J7S3. The reverend John Lamb, M. A. who is 

the prcfent Vicar. 



April 27th, 1789, Mr. James French^ of 
J^rrtwelly 90 yearsof age, walked from thence through 
Aynho to Banhury before break fad, being about nine 
miles. He appears remarkably healthy for his age, 
has a fine bloom on his countenance, enjoys a good 
sppetite, and fecms likely to live many years. He 
informed the Editor of this Miscellany, that he 
was for a good part of his life a fervant in the Mr. 
Child's family, (where we hear he was much refpeft- 
ed and cftjcmed) by whom his faithful fervice is re- 
Tvarded with an annuity of 2o£» during life. Not 
long fince he walked to London in three days, and 
there, amidit the multitude obferved, that he could 
not find an old man. He eats but two Meals in a day, 
and never drinks any ftrong lic^uorsjiior very oftetx 
ale, but generally mixed been 



The Editor prefents his moft jefpeSful compli- 
iTients to the candid and intelligent reader, and will 
be happy to receive any hint for the future improve- 
ment of this Mifcellany, which (hall be carefully 
attended to. He alfo begs leave to aifure the public, 
that, Ihould this attempt meet with encouragement, 
h^ will exert his utmoil endeavours to render the 
"Tutcteding numbers worthy of their favour.* 



